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M«YLm KAIH.0A3) in POCAHOOTAS 


Durbin branch 

n xh0 Durbin branch of the 


Western Maryland Railway 


ounty♦ to Durbin 


there 


extends 
connects 


a m,* n Hnilroad-Creenbrier 
the Chesapeake and Ohio ^aiiroaa 


Division 


According to J. W- Btoomc, Superintendent, 

ooapleted by the Ooal and Iron Railway Oe 


intendenfi, this branch was 
Railway Company on August l f 


1905. 


and raa purchased by the present oimers on Hovenber 1, 
in Pocahontas County there are 17.62 miles ox main track 


with 2.01 miles of sidings.” 


spruce Branch 

* ■ " During 19 28 the v«estern iiaryland Railway company 

purchased that portion oi the ureenbrier, Cheat and Rlk 
r.eilro&a beginning at Cheat Junction in Randolph county, and 

4 

extending south along shavers work to Spruce, where it turns 


, cros 



through the mountains passes between the head- 


re ter 




^heat and .divers, and then down -Big Spring 


£ - 


lk .“iver to 


of 


work. From this 


it extends northwestward down main J^lk 



$ r* 


i Into * 


tv at 


r, ^nd 


the mouth of nouglas work 


itoi* railroad la entirely of standard 


e principal 


function of whlc 


n previous 


;/or>'*B was a log carrier for 


' ? Vf(t fir a 1 !: i h P U1 p niii 


i'np.r Company. Th 1 e railroad rill 


prttlt. • general fr.lght ant pa.a.ng.r a."lc. 
t rritory, which alao Inoludaa 8vt.«,i, 

uB ■xtonr ivo oc 


t h' s 


* 


’■ c Oils' 1 tsi oi 


ot 


4 *i 


b§ 1 9 f t louthdrn 


t i « 


to 


ft* - •- * if * 


•’cntolph ant northr.at.rn foonhont.s 

waolofrloal survey- Paul Prioe -1929 


v r-n nv v jctmx? Hfo, 





company 
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v ur^> % A 


ranch 


V f j 


in the 


uoRl bn4 iro » nailroad reached «hatia new 


Ohio what 

rtlin ani the cheeapeahe an® 

through what in call® 
I their surveys tnrougu 


1b now iKirt)in 


in called tlie XJfi-i 


Durbin 


*4 




ous 


to lay st 


eel t; 


„ p> tot the 0. end 0 rushed a crew in one Saturday night 

October 1902* Sunday saw intense activities and when evenihg 

*,;’l L_with ties stood at the end oi' the steel. 


cane 


i-hat is -"here the switch is located going mto the 


Pocahoutas 


Tnnning 


siding Bt Prank, so the 0 and 0 got ahead of 


the coal and iron. They later extended their line to Winterburn 


sot companies had been 


cioue to build into this section 


so as to open up the vast timber sections. 

xhe Durbin brench of the Western Xviarvland 


Iroad of 


17.62 miles extending fron 


Durbin to the divic 


into ^and 


county extended thro 


one of the richest timber sections of 


Dumber companies cane into this section as soon as 


‘ 

th* 


■ i - . 


' ' ■ 


: 




;pleted and the lumber towns of willell, 
:-ier, Madeline, Olive and .Burner sprang 


T - 


^ ^ ^ ^ * Hjp- 


1 






ished for about fifteen years. The land rose 

** " orth something like *>5,000,000 for the 


in 


4 * 4 r*> 

U JLj * 
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timber hne been cut it is held at 










n | 
* * * 


tr era a 


onl and ir 


, what 


ice conjured. 
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timber n 
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hi the regi on 


A t leapt seven post offices 


discontinued 
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end .Paper 


virgi& ia 

Lumber he 


+ , nn -i n dea in the wester u *« 

tilroad was not incinae 

. a ~hv the «est Virginia iulp i 

3 now operated by tne 

xhis includes a branch from Slaty * 0j - k ex 
ern side of mauley fountain and entering 
' near the northern prong of hig hun, and 
•nee southeastward across Back Allegheney 

lgh a mountain pass 3,940 feet above sea 1 
-i. ~-.iv, +n i.RBR rr^r-re it connects with the 


the branch extending 


of the compan poerations at eass 
ty rork to Randolph county on mauley mountain will 

4 

no after the timber has been removed trom that are 


but the branch connecting the Chesapeake and 


with the »eetern 


ary land at bpruce v 


operated by the Lumber c 
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